
Frequently Asked Questions
Re: Mask Optional Schools
Syosset Central School District – March 3, 2022

Summary of Major Changes in State Guidance

On 3/1/22, schools were provided with updated State guidance and an accompanying FAQ
document explaining the changes in rules for schools in light of making indoor masking optional.
Some significant highlights in changed protocols:

1. Effective 3/2/22, masks are optional in schools.
2. Effective 3/2/22, masks are optional on school buses.
3. The definition of “Close contact” will be 6 feet, rather than 3’ for students, in light of the

fact that they are likely to be unmasked.
4. The guidance now states that “close contacts” no longer need to quarantine. However,

they should wear masks for 10 days, and should test every-other-day for 5 days.
5. Individuals returning from COVID isolation (post-infection) must wear a mask in all

settings (schools and buses) during days 6-10.

Overview on Masking

1. What is the current status of the mask mandate in schools?
On Sunday 2/27/22, Governor Hochul announced that the mask mandate in schools
would be lifted effective Wednesday 3/2/22. New State guidance was issued on 3/1/22
providing further information concerning the Governor’s statement.

2. What is the current status of the mask mandate on school buses?
Effective Wednesday 3/2/22, masks are also optional on school buses.

3. Didn’t the CDC end the mask mandate on buses earlier?
The CDC announced it stopped enforcement of the mask mandate on school buses
effective 2/25/22.

“Effective February 25, 2022, CDC is exercising its enforcement discretion to not
require that people wear masks on buses or vans operated by public or private
school systems, including early care and education/child care programs. CDC is
making this change to align with updated guidance that no longer recommends
universal indoor mask wearing in K-12 and early education settings in areas with
a low or medium COVID-19 Community Level.”
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However, this is an area of overlapping jurisdiction. On January 31, 2022, NYS
incorporated all of the CDC guidance, including the mask mandate for buses as written
at that time, into the NYS DOH Commissioner’s determination as State requirements
“until this determination is modified or rescinded”. The Governor reiterated on 2/27/22
that this remained under review (and thus had not yet been rescinded). Accordingly, the
mandate remained in effect until 3/2/22 when the State modified this determination
through new guidance stating:

“Masking is no longer required on school buses or vans. Individuals who are
required or choose to wear masks in school should wear masks on school
transport” (p.2).

4. Is there any situation where mask wearing remains mandatory?
Yes. Persons recovering from COVID-19 infection are required to mask for 10 days:

“School monitoring of masking compliance should focus on ensuring anyone
returning from a new COVID-19 infection is appropriately wearing a well-fitting
mask on Day 6- Day 10.” (p.2)

5. Does vaccination status impact mask wearing?
No. Masks are optional in schools for both students and staff, regardless of vaccination
status.

6. If I wish to continue to wear a mask (staff) or wish for my child to continue to wear
a mask, may I continue to do so?
Yes. Of course.

7. Can I request to have my child not seated next to an unmasked child?
No. The District cannot distinguish between masked and unmasked students for seating
arrangements. Parents/Guardians of a student at greater risk from exposure to
COVID-19, due to health status or disability, may request an appropriate accommodation
through the Section 504 process or the CSE process.

8. Can the school enforce my wish to have my child wear a mask?
No. Masks are now optional indoors, and schools may not enforce a measure that is not
mandatory. Parents may always communicate with teachers and may enquire about
whether their child is wearing a mask, but enforcement is a parental responsibility.

Health and Safety Protocols

9. Does the mask mandate also encompass health and safety protocols?
Health and safety protocols implemented in the school buildings are based on guidance
received from the State and Nassau County Departments of Health, and the State
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Education Department. That guidance was updated on 3/1/22 to conform to the new
CDC guidance from 2/25/22.

10. What mitigation measures remain in school buildings apart from masks?
Syosset has employed a layered mitigation strategy including:

● 3’ social distancing in classrooms
● 6’ of social distancing while eating,
● extra hand washing stations,
● temperature scanning,
● improved ventilation,
● bell covers on wind instruments
● quarantine and isolation protocols,
● two COVID test sites available on school campuses,
● rapid test kits available to parents,
● 7-day per week availability to speak with contact tracing team members

regarding any questions or concerns related to COVID testing, quarantining, or
isolation.

In addition, students exhibiting any symptoms of potential COVID-19 infection are asked
not to attend school or are sent home if symptoms develop during school hours.

As readily available access to testing resources, vaccines for multiple age groups, and
improved treatment options became available, and as we’ve learned more about what
health and safety protocols are most effective, we have systematically restored many of
our pre-pandemic activities, digesting the impact of each change before making another.

Over the coming weeks, we are looking forward to carefully considering other
opportunities within the guidance to evolve our mitigation strategies to continue returning
to a more familiar school environment.

11. Without a mask mandate, would those opting not to wear a mask be subject to any
different protocols than those who chose to wear a mask (i.e. additional social
distancing)?
No. There will be no differences in protocols based on mask wearing. Students will not
be segregated by whether they choose to wear a mask or not.

12. Does the change to the mask mandate impact the requirement for vaccination or
weekly testing of staff members?
No. These requirements derive from a regulation that is independent of the mask
mandate. However, the new guidance states: “School staff/teachers who were
diagnosed with and recovered from COVID-19 within the past 3 months are not subject
to the weekly testing requirement established in 10 NYCRR 2.62 which remains in
effect.” (p.5)
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13. Without a mask mandate, would students remain distanced at 6 feet for lunch?
Would Chorus and Band Remain at 6'?
The new guidance states:

“Whenever persons are expected or required to wear masks, masks may be
removed when eating, drinking, singing, going outside, or playing a wind
instrument. When masks are removed for these purposes, physical distancing of
6 or more feet should be maintained to the extent possible.” (p.3, emphasis
added)

Therefore, the requirement to maintain 6 feet of social distance while eating, singing or
playing a wind instrument only applies to persons who are “required or expected” to wear
masks. We will continue to make lunch seating options available to students who wish to
maintain 6 feet of distance while their mask is removed or for those who meet the criteria
for “required or expected to wear masks”.

● Masks are “required” for individuals “...during Day 6-10 of their COVID-19
infection isolation period”. (p.2)

● Masks are “expected” for persons who:
■ … are at increased risk because of underlying health conditions.
■ … are identified as “close contacts”.

Note: Special “Band Masks” have been purchased by the district and are available to any
student that plays a wind instrument and requests one from their band teacher.

14. Will it be possible to begin to have lunch in the cafeteria or to resume lunch lines?
As we’ve learned more about what health and safety protocols are most effective, we
have restored many of our pre-pandemic activities, assessing the impact of each change
before making another. Over the coming weeks, we are looking forward to carefully
considering other opportunities within the guidance to evolve our mitigation strategies to
continue returning to a more familiar school environment. Given the differing physical
configurations of the buildings, it may not be possible for these changes to be uniform.

Quarantine / Isolation / Contact Tracing Protocols

15. Is Syosset still doing contact tracing?
Yes. Prioritizing the health and safety of all members of our learning community,
students, staff, and their families remains unchanged. The new guidance underscores
this responsibility:

“To protect themselves and others and stop the spread of COVID-19 in the
household and community, schools should notify through either group or
individual level contact tracing affected school staff, students, and their
parents/guardians whenever an individual:
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1. Was in the same room as an infected individual and so was exposed or
potentially exposed (i.e., in the same classroom as an infected individual
for longer than 15 minutes), if schools are employing group level contact
tracing, or

2. Was identified as being exposed because they were a close contact of an
infected individual if schools are employing individual level contact
tracing.

Note: Group level contract tracing (e.g., classroom, school bus), in #1 above, is
expected to alleviate the need for most classic (individual) contact tracing in
schools. Criterion #2 above should be used if the school is conducting
individual-level contact tracing to reduce the number of students affected by
masking/testing and in some situations where there might have been exposures
outside the classroom setting, such as non-classroom-based extracurricular
activities.” (p.3, emphasis added)

Syosset has been using the “individual contact tracing” protocol (vs. entire classroom
groups) in order to reduce the numbers of students identified as “close contacts” upon
learning of a case of COVID. The district will continue to notify affected school staff,
students, and their parents/guardians whenever an individual was identified as being
exposed because they were a close contact of an infected individual.

16. Classrooms are currently set up with desks spaced 3 feet apart. How does the
mask-optional situation affect determination of close contacts and subsequent
quarantine requirements?
In the FAQ document released with new guidance to school districts, the following
illustration is given:

“In the school setting, when masks are not worn, the distance to determine
whether an individual is “exposed” or a “close contact” in schools is 6 feet of
distance.
“If the school is conducting classic contact tracing and both the infected student
and the student(s) for whom exposure status is being determined were wearing
well-fitting masks, then the distance to determine “close contact” may be 3 feet.”
(p.1)

Therefore, contact tracing will change as follows: if two students are within 6 feet of one
another and either student was unmasked, the student in close proximity to the infected
student would be deemed a close contact irrespective of which person was not wearing
a mask. The FAQ further notes:

“There is nothing in the new guidance that would require a school to reconfigure
its physical spaces to accommodate 6 feet of distance between students.” (p.1)
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Accordingly, Syosset will not restructure classroom space to increase social distance
between students. Over the coming weeks, we are looking forward to carefully
considering other opportunities within the guidance to continue returning to a more
familiar school environment which may include reconfiguring classrooms or restoring
flexible furniture. Given the differing physical configurations of the buildings, it may not
be possible for these changes to be uniform.

17. If someone is deemed a close contact, must they still quarantine?
No. Previously, only fully vaccinated individuals were exempt from quarantine, but the
new guidance permits any asymptomatic individual to remain in school subject to
conditions outlined below:

“Exposure is not a reason to remove from the classroom setting or school.”
(FAQ p.1)

However the new guidance goes on to state that:
● masking is a condition of remaining in school for all exposed individuals,

regardless of vaccination status, and
● individuals who do not comply with testing are not “required” to be excluded from

school only if they are “up to date” on vaccinations (2nd dose or booster when
eligible), otherwise they should stay home for 5 days:

“Exposed individuals, regardless of vaccination status, may remain in school by
appropriately wearing a well-fitting mask and undergoing recommended testing
and may participate in school-based extracurricular activities. These individuals
also may continue to ride the school bus…” (p.4, emphasis added)

“When schools become aware of failure to comply with recommended testing,
then individuals who are not up to date on COVID-19 vaccination should stay
home for 5 days after exposure. Individuals who are up to date on COVID-19
vaccination should be encouraged to complete the recommended testing but are
not required to be excluded from school … as long as they wear a mask as
recommended.” (p.5, emphasis added)

The recommended testing regimen is defined in the guidance as follows:

“Whenever someone in school – student, staff or teacher – is determined to have
been exposed or potentially exposed, the individual should be tested for
COVID-19 as follows:

● Consider testing immediately upon learning of the exposure or potential
exposure,

● At least 5 days after the last date of exposure or potential exposure,
regardless of vaccination status,
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● If the individual is not fully vaccinated and attending or working at school
after an exposure or potential exposure, frequent testing (e.g., daily, every
other day, at least twice within 5 days) from the date of the exposure or
potential exposure (Day 0) through at least day 5 should be strongly
considered and encouraged,

● Exclude from school if a test is positive and/or exclude from school and
test as soon as possible if symptoms develop,

● Exception: Individuals with lab-confirmed COVID-19 within the past 3
months do not need to get tested unless they develop symptoms.” (p.4)

25. Does the District have enough Home Test Kits for the testing above?
The school district has an ample supply of rapid (antigen) tests available for families at
no cost. Families are welcome to ask for test kits to keep in reserve, or to facilitate
testing outlined above. Kits may be requested via the school nurse and can be picked up
directly from any school building.

18. If students/staff with COVID are returning from isolation after 5 days, are masks
mandatory for days 6-10?
Yes. After ending your 5 day isolation, you must continue to wear a well-fitting mask in
school until Day 10, where the first day of symptoms is deemed “Day 0”.

“Individuals returning to school after completing 5 days of isolation are required to
mask in school and in indoor public spaces on Days 6-10.” (FAQ p.2, #9)

18. If students/staff are experiencing COVID symptoms, but do not get tested, what
happens?
Any individual experiencing COVID-19 symptoms who does not get tested is assumed to
be COVID-positive for purposes of isolation.

“... symptomatic students who are not tested must be excluded from school for at
least 5 days following onset of symptoms and until they are fever-free for at least
24 hours without use of fever-reducing medication and other symptoms are
improving. After returning to school, they must wear a mask for days 6-10.”
(FAQ p.5, #24)

19. Must Adults Still Observe 6 Feet of Social Distancing?

No. The guidance “recommends” maintaining this distance. If this distance cannot be
maintained, persons exposed to COVID-19 may be deemed “close contacts” and have to
quarantine or mask & test.

Athletics / Extracurricular Activities

20. Will we reduce sports spectators or audience members now that masking is not
required?
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No. Capacity restrictions on indoor venues have expired. We have implemented options
for additional seating and ventilation in the High School main gym. Since attendance as
spectators or audience members is voluntary, participants assume any risks of exposure.

Looking Ahead

21. What will happen if an upward trend in positive COVID cases occurs now that
masks are no longer required?
We monitor COVID data on a daily basis. We report all cases to the NYSDOH each day
school is in session and to the public twice weekly. If we observe a significant change in
trends, we would immediately consult with the NCDOH - as we would do for any other
communicable disease – and continue to follow any updated guidance from the state or
NCDOH.

22. Will there be a virtual instruction option for those who are uncomfortable now that
the mask mandate has been lifted?
No. Our priority of preserving in-person instruction remains unchanged. Being in school
is what is best for students both academically and emotionally, schools provide an
essential service for the community, and most exposure takes place during activities
students engage in outside of school. As of the end of February 2022, fewer than 1 in
10,000 people are developing cases of COVID each day in Nassau County.

23. How will the District seek to avoid having students bullied for their mask choice
(either by students or staff) regardless of whether they choose to wear it or not?
All building principals have spoken to their staff about having conversations with
students prior to the ending of the mask mandate about respecting others’ choices.

24. Will the mask rules be the same for staff?
Yes. Staff may continue to wear masks if they choose, but effective 3/2/22, individuals
will no longer be required to wear masks indoors (masks have been optional outdoors
since last spring).

25. The recent developments have been difficult to follow. Who is the authority on
COVID protocols for schools?
Schools must answer to overlapping governmental agencies including the Nassau
County Department of Health (NCDOH), the NY State Education Department (NYSED)
and the NYS Department of Health (NYS DOH), the US Department of Education
(USDOE) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). Sometimes those agencies issue
recommendations (which are not mandatory), other times they adopt regulations (which
have the same force and effect as law). Often, the State will adopt and mirror Federal
regulations (as with masking on buses), meaning that they remain in force until repealed
at both levels. The District follows the advice of legal counsel closely to ensure that we
are in compliance with all appropriate laws and regulations.
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